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had built his famous temple. That happened Heaven only knows
how many centuries ago. But the fight for the ownership of that
rock and the walls around it, part of which is the traditional
" wiling wall" of the orthodox Jews, is responsible for the con-
tinual quarrels between the two races that now make up the
population of the Palestinian mandate.
And what can one hope for the future? When the English
captured Jerusalem they found the people of Palestine to consist
of 70% Moslems (Syrians and Arabs) and 30% Jews and Gen-
tile Christians. The English, as the rulers of the largest Moham-
medan empire of the modern world, could not afford to hurt the
feelings of so many of their loyal subjects, and dared not surren-
der half a million Palestinian Moslems to the mercies of two hun-
dred thousand Jews and others who had many entirely justifiable
axes to grind.
The result was the usual post-Versailles compromise which
satisfied nobody. Palestine to-day is a British mandate, and British
troops maintain order between the different nationalities. The
High Commissioner is British, but the country does not enjoy
that complete political independence of which Lord Balfour had
spoken so eloquently, but also so vaguely, when at the beginning
of the Palestine campaign he referred to those regions as the
future home of the Jewish race.
Matters would become a great deal simpler if the Jews them-
selves knew what they wanted to do with the old mother country.
The orthodox Jews of eastern Europe, and especially those of
Russia, want to keep it as it is now, a vast theological seminary
with a little museum of Hebrew antiquities. The younger genera-
tion, remembering the wise words of the Prophet " to let the
dead bury their dead," and feeling that too much weeping about
the past joys and glories of bygone days is apt to interfere quite
seriously with the glories and the joys of to-morrow, hope to
make Palestine into a normal, modern state, something like
Switzerland or Denmark, a going concern of men and women
who have rid themselves of the memories of the Ghetto, and who
are more interested in good roads and good irrigation canals than
in squabbling with their Arab neighbours about a few old